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We are indebted to the young survivors and their families for sharing their incredibly 

powerful and moving stories at the conference.  
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We are very grateful to all our professional main speakers who have given up their 

time to prepare their talks and contribute to our conference. 

 

Mrs Claire Cardy - CEO of Success Charity - Life After Cure  
Claire is an experienced charity leader, with a track record of achievement, 
having successfully run one of the largest hospices in the south east for over 
a decade, and now works as a consultant to the charity sector, specialising in 
strategic planning and organisational development. She has a background in 
the health service, having originally trained as a nurse, and has worked as a 
senior manager in both statutory and voluntary settings.  
 

 

Dr Helen Spoudeas - Chair of Trustees & Founder of Success Charity - Life 
After Cure  
Helen is a leading neuroendocrine specialist and is one of a team of 
paediatric endocrinologists seeing all endocrine patients at the split site 
London centre of Paediatric Endocrinology between Great Ormond Street 
and University College Hospitals.  In 2000, Dr Spoudeas founded the 
SUCCESS project, the first and largest neuroendocrine surveillance service in 
the UK, and the precursor to Success Charity, which has seen over 1000 
brain tumour survivors in an innovative multidisciplinary inpatient and 
outpatient service. 

 

Dr Jenny Limond - Consultant and Senior Lecturer Neuropsychology, 
University of Exeter, and Trustee of Success Life After Cure Charity 
Jenny is a Consultant Clinical Neuropsychologist who works with children 
and adolescents with acquired brain injuries.  Jenny gained her PhD at 
Southampton University (1992-1998) and completed her Clinical Psychology 
training at UCL (1997-2000).  As a post-doctoral research fellow at UCL Jenny 
investigated different learning paradigms in developmental amnesia.  Jenny 
was the Neuropsychology Chair of The European Society for Paediatric 
Oncology (SIOP – Europe) Brain Tumour Quality of Survival Group (2012-
2017) and continues to be involved in developing quality of survival 
protocols for clinical trials in Europe.  Jenny’s research and clinical interests 
are in developing interventions for children with neurological 
conditions.  Jenny is a Senior Lecturer and Clinical Lead for the Child and 
Adolescent Neuropsychology (CAN) group at the University of Exeter.  Jenny 
is also the Managing and Clinical Director of Coral Psychology Ltd, a 
company offering neuropsychological rehabilitation for children and young 
adults with acquired brain injury. 

 

Emma Nicklin - PhD Student, Leeds Institute of Medical Research at St. 
James’s 
Emma is currently completing her PhD as a part of the Patient Reported 
Outcomes Group, at the Leeds Institute of Medical Research at St. James’s. 
Her PhD is focused on the supportive care needs that brain tumour survivors 
and their family members experience as they transition from childhood to 
adulthood.    In previous research roles, Emma has studied NHS information 
systems and their impact on the quality and safety of care. Emma has also 
worked as a part of the Leeds Primary Care Mental Health Service research 
team.  
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Dr Howard Ring – Consultant Psychiatrist, Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
NHS Foundation Trust  
Howard qualified in medicine then trained in psychiatry and 
neuropsychiatry. He has worked as a clinical academic neuropsychiatrist at 
Barts and the London School of Medicine, and the Royal London Hospital, 
where he set up and delivered a clinical neuropsychiatry service, and then at 
the University of Cambridge and the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS 
Mental Health Trust. Howard’s areas of expertise are in intellectual disability 
psychiatry and neuropsychiatry. 
 

 

Derek Thomas MP, Chair of All Party Parliamentary Group Brain Tumours 
Derek Thomas was first elected as the Member of Parliament for the 
constituency of West Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly (St Ives) in the 2015 
General Election. In Westminster, Derek serves on the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs Select Committee. He also chairs the influential Brain 
Tumour All Party Parliamentary Group, which published the report of the 
Inquiry into the economic and social impacts entitled “Brain tumours: a cost 
too much to bear?” He also chairs the Diabetes All Party Parliamentary 
Group. The focus for both groups is to raise awareness, improve the care 
and find a cure.  
Derek grew up in West Cornwall and after leaving education, completed a 
Cornish Mason apprenticeship, enabling him to set up his own small 
construction business. He joined the voluntary sector, working as a 
development manager for the Mustard Seed charity. In 1997 he set up (and 
continues to run) Survivealive Youthworks, an outdoor adventure project for 
young people. Derek lives in New Mill with his wife Tamsin and their three 
young children. 

 

 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE – CEO Brain Tumour Research 
Sue is a fellow of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants.  Sue 
headed up the finance functions of blue-chip companies, before moving into 
marketing and business development. Driven by the loss of her niece, Alison 
Phelan, to a brain stem glioma (DIPG) just before her eighth birthday, Sue 
co-founded the charity “Ali’s Dream” after being shocked to discover the 
lack of awareness and chronic under-funding of research into brain tumours. 
Sue led the coming together of multiple charities in 2009 to launch Brain 
Tumour Research.  She was awarded an MBE in the 2016 New Year’s 
Honours list. 
 

 

Dr Hoong Wei Gan – Consultant Paediatric Endocrinologist, Great Ormond 
Street Hospital 
Dr Hoong-Wei Gan is lead for the neuroendocrine effects of brain tumour 
service at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children. His PhD research was 
focussed on comparing the endocrine networks governing hypothalamic 
obesity to general population obesity, whilst his MSc work (partially funded 
by SUCCESS) resulted in the largest and longest (30-year) analysis of risk 
factors for various endocrine outcomes in paediatric optic pathway gliomas. 
He also holds roles as the Deputy Chair of the UK National Paediatric 
Craniopharyngioma Guideline Development Group, endocrine 
representative of the European SIOP Low-Grade Glioma Trial Development 
Group and member of the European Registries for Rare Endocrine 
Conditions (EuRRECa) Pituitary Expert Working Group. His own neurosurgical 
patient experience after resection of a congenital epidermoid cyst serves as 
a constant reminder of what patients face when they come to hospital. 
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Dr Christine Dahl, Consultant Oncologist, Great Ormond Street 

Dr Christine Dahl joined Great Ormond Street Hospital in June 2018 and she 
is leading the multidisciplinary Neuro-Oncology aftercare clinic at GOSH. She 
trained in Denmark as well as in Canada (SickKids Toronto). 
Dr Dahl's special interest is in neuro-oncology and long-term side effects in 
children surviving brain tumours. 
 
 

 

Dominic Grieve QC , Patron of Success Charity – Life After Cure 
Dominic Grieve is a barrister and Queen’s Counsel and a visiting professor at 
Goldsmiths in Law, Politics and Human Rights. He was MP for Beaconsfield 
from 1997 to 2019 and Attorney General of England and Wales from 2010-
14. From 2015-19 he was chair of the Intelligence and Security Committee of 
Parliament. 
He is married to Caroline and they have two adult sons. He enjoys mountain 
walking and scuba diving and collecting rugs in his spare time.  

 

Dr David Walker, Professor Paediatric Oncology, University of Nottingham 
David is Professor Paediatric Oncology at Nottingham University and 
Nottingham Children's Hospital, where he has worked as a clinical academic 
since 1990.  He trained in Paediatric Haematology and Oncology at Sheffield 
Children's Hospital, Great Ormond Street Hospital and Royal Children's 
Hospital Melbourne before starting in Nottingham in 1990.  He has been 
involved in leading clinical practice developments in brain tumour clinical 
trials, clinical services and translational research.  He has been part of the All 
Party Parliamentary Group on Brain Tumours since its launch. He has led the 
HeadSmart campaign (www.headsmart.org.uk) to accelerate brain tumour 
diagnosis and the Children's Brain Tumour Drug De(www.cbtddc.org) to 
raise awareness for the need for trials of drug delivery techniques in 
childhood brain tumours. He has been part of a group to study ways to 
predict the risk of cerebellar mutism as a complication of cerebellar tumour 
surgery. 

 

Dr Holan Liang, Consultant Psychiatrist 
Dr Holan Liang is a Consultant in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital and an Honorary Senior Lecturer at the UCL GOS 
Institute of Child Health. She is joint clinical lead for the National Tourette 
Syndrome Clinic and Functional Symptoms service. Her special interest is in 
neuropsychiatry including ADHD, Autism Spectrum Disorder and intellectual 
disability. She has over 15 years’ experience in specialist child and 
adolescent psychiatry including leading neurodevelopmental disorders 
services in London and Hertfordshire. She is involved in clinical research in 
the field of neurodevelopmental disorders including commercial and non-
commercial clinical drug trials. She is on the Royal College of Psychiatrists 
Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Faculty Executive Committee. She has 15 
years’ experience of teaching undergraduate and postgraduates in 
neuropsychiatry at King’s College London and University College London and 
frequently peer reviews proposals and papers for NIHR and the BMJ. 

http://www.headsmart.org.uk/
http://www.cbtddc.org/
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Dr Elaine Sugden, Retired Consultant Oncologist 
Elaine Sugden was Consultant Oncologist in Oxford from 1995 until 2013. 
She was responsible for radiation treatment of children with cancer and 
started a long term follow up clinic.  She is a former chair of the Late Effects 
Group of the CCLG (Children's Cancer and Leukaemia Group) and a founder 
member of PanCare (Pan-European Network for Care of Survivors after 
Childhood and Adolescent Cancer). She has been concerned about the 
particular needs of brain tumour survivors for many years and is pleased to 
be involved with the Success Charity - Life after Cure. 
 

 

Mr Boda Gallon - Interim CEO ReAbility Online (UK) 
Boda is a visionary healthcare leader and Health Service Journal Top 50 
Innovator, with over 25 years’ experience in specialist rehabilitation 
services, a proven record of project and team development, innovation and 
partnership working to help redefine the delivery of care. 
Boda is the former Managing Director of The Royal Buckinghamshire 
Hospital, has been responsible for multiple care settings, services, and has 
delivered multi award winning healthcare developments, public/private 
partnerships, and innovative care pathways. 
Boda is the Vice Chair of Thames Valley Acquired Brain Injury Forum and has 
previously been a longstanding Charity Trustee with the Neurological 
Alliance and Brainbox.www.bodagallon.com 

 

Sarah Calcott - Paediatric Physiotherapist 
Sarah is a very experienced Paediatric Physiotherapist currently working in 
an NHS acute hospital who also has many years of experience working in 
various Community settings.  
Sarah was the main therapist involved with ReAbility Online’s initial virtual 
pilot. Prior to this trial, one of her proudest moments has been supporting 
clients with neurodisabilities to be confident and willing to engage in extra-
curricular activities outside of school and therapy. Sarah believes Therapy is 
most successful when it’s fun, interactive and the client doesn’t realise how 
hard they are working! If Sarah can join in the fun and competition too, even 
better! 

 

Dr Melanie Davies – Consultant Gynaecologist, University College London 
Hospital  
Melanie is a senior consultant obstetrician and gynaecologist at UCH. She 
runs a large service for patients with cancer and chronic illness, with weekly 
clinics for adults and young people to manage the ‘late effects’ of cancer and 
its treatment. She also leads the fertility preservation service for women and 
girls facing a new diagnosis of cancer. She runs clinics for menopause and 
premature ovarian insufficiency.  
Melanie has contributed to many national and international publications, 
including the NICE guidance on Menopause: diagnosis and management and 
the ESHRE guideline on Premature ovarian insufficiency. She is an elected 
member of the Medical Advisory Committee of the British Menopause 
Society. 

 

http://www.bodagallon.com/

